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Do Authors Plagiarize ?



The difference between plagiarism and 
similarity

• Quoting the title of another paper will be 
detected as a similarity. So will names, 
book titles or bibliographies, references 
and quotes, common phrases and 
constructs, etc. Though similar, they do 
not qualify as plagiarism because 
plagiarism implies using someone else’s 
work or ideas as if they were one’s own.



Does any of 
these ring a 
bell?



Common Types of Plagiarism
• Paraphrasing without giving credits to 

the original source
• Quoting less than what has been copied
• Creating a paper by cutting and pasting 

phrases, sentences, or paragraphs from 
other publications

Based on Robert A. Harris’ Plagiarism Handbook: Strategies for Preventing, Detecting, and Dealing 
with Plagiarism. Los Angeles, CA: Pyrczak Publishing, 2001..



Desperate Types of Plagiarism 

• Copy an entire article from the Web
• Download a free research paper from the Web
• Buy a paper from a commercial paper mill
• Fake a citation to get by so as to meet the 

deadline

Based on Robert A. Harris’ Plagiarism Handbook: Strategies for Preventing, Detecting, 
and Dealing with Plagiarism. Los Angeles, CA: Pyrczak Publishing, 2001..



What Can We Do to 
Prevent or Ward off  

Plagiarism?



Major Writing Styles
• Introduce and understand online resource guides on major 

writing styles
       MLA:

• Sallis, James. "Physical Education's Role in Public Health: Steps Forward 
and Backward Over 20 Years and Hope for the Future." Research 
Quarterly for Exercise and Sport, vol. 83, no. 2, Jun. 2012, pp. 125-135.

       APA:
• Derwing, T. M., Rossiter, M. J., & Munro, M. J. (2002). Teaching native 

speakers to listen to foreign-accented speech. Journal of Multilingual and 
Multicultural Development, 23(4), 245-259.

Harvard
• Shirazi, T. (2010) 'Successful teaching placements in secondary schools: 

achieving QTS practical handbooks', European Journal of Teacher 
Education , 33(3), pp. 323-326. doi: 10.1080/02619761003602246..

The Institute of Electrical and Electronics Engineers (IEEE)
• O. B. R. Strimpel, "Computer graphics," in McGraw-Hill Encyclopedia of 

Science and Technology, 8th ed., Vol. 4. New York: McGraw-Hill, 1997, 
pp. 279-283.



•Level of language use
•Context & coherence 
•Similarities in papers…



Plagiarism Detection Tools 
• Subscription online databases

– http://library.deltacollege.edu/electronic.html 
• Suggested methods of searching:

– Conduct a keyword search, using appropriate online databases 
from the database list

• Start with a comprehensive database (e.g. Expanded Academic 
Index ASAP) 

• Type in the search box a phrase from a suspected paper, 
surrounding the phrase with quotation marks, or

• Conduct a Boolean search by entering some keywords 
from a suspected paper, using the Boolean operator, 
“AND” to nest the keywords together

http://library.deltacollege.edu/electronic.html


Plagiarism Detection Tools 
• Web Search Engines:

– Google                            -- Yahoo 
– Fast                                 -- Dogpile

• Suggested Methods of searching
– Conduct an exact-phrase search in a Web or Directory 

search box
• Enter a phrase from a suspected paper, using quotation marks 

– Conduct a keyword search
• Enter a few keywords from a suspected paper in the Web 

search box 
   (e.g. school connectedness youth violence anger behavior)

– Perform the searches in more than one search engines



Plagiarism 
checker

Overall 
score

1. Turnitin 4.7 

2. Grammarly 3.2 
3. Quetext 3.1 
4. Unicheck 3.0 
5. PlagScan 2.8 
6. Prepost SEO 2.2 
7. Plagiarism 
Detector

2.0 

8. Viber 2.0 



Papermills & Essay Sites 
• Free Essay network:

– http://www.freeessay.com/
• EssaySearch.com:

– http://www.essaysearch.com/
• Essay Crawler:

– http://www.essaycrawler.com
• Term Paper Sites:

– http://www.termpapersites.com/
• Search Cowboy:

– http://www.searchcowboy.com/cgi-bin/search/search.cgi
?keywords=essays

http://www.freeessay.com/
http://www.essaysearch.com/
http://www.essaycrawler.com/
http://www.termpapersites.com/
http://www.searchcowboy.com/cgi-bin/search/search.cgi?keywords=essays
http://www.searchcowboy.com/cgi-bin/search/search.cgi?keywords=essays


Popular Commercial Tool
(http://www.plagiarism.org)

http://www.plagiarism.org/


Turnitin

• Turnitin is a Web-based management of 
assignments and feedback with simultaneous 
check for Plagiarism and Collusion

• It is a powerful tool to check for plagiarism, Turnitin 
compares each article with its database of “+45 
billion web pages, 337+ million student papers and 
130+ million articles from academic books and 
publications”



Turnitin: setting an assignment



Turnitin: Advanced Options





Example of originality Report:



Example of a report with plagiarism



Example of a report with plagiarism??


