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Abstract

This research reviews literature related to environmental governance in four study frameworks: frameworks
for joining international treaties and agreements, legislative and legal frameworks, frameworks for programs,
projects, plans and initiatives related to the environment, and institutional frameworks. The research argues
that, given the complexity and multi-level nature of many of the most pressing environmental problems,
traditional discussions focusing on purely modes of governance — where state or market actors play the
leading role — fall short of the capacity needed to address them. The review sheds light on the emerging
mixed governance patterns across the state, market, and society sectors, as “environmental governance” first
imposed itself at the international level, before intruding into the management approaches of various levels
of actors and political circles. This paper focuses on environmental governance and its applications in Iraq,
through Perform a reading of the Environmental Performance Index.

Keywords: governance; the environment; environmental governance; Legislative and legal frameworks,

frameworks for programs, projects, plans and initiatives related to the environment, institutional frameworks.
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