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Intended Outcomes

By the end of this session, attendees will be able 
to:

• Identify the advances and disadvantage for 
different types of questions

• Define Blueprint in assessment and explain its 
importance

• Construct a course/test blueprint
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Different Types of Exam 
Questions

•Multiple-choice Questions

•TRUE-FALSE QUESTIONS

•SHORT-ANSWER QUESTIONS

•ESSAY QUESTIONS              



Advantages and Disadvantages of 
Different Types of Exam Questions

It’s good to regularly review the advantages and 
disadvantages of the most commonly used test 
questions and the test banks that now frequently 
provide them.



Assessment Methods in 
Undergraduate 

Medical Education



What is the most widely used 
form of assessment 
question?

•Multiple Choice (M/C) is a very common 
assessment question type. It offers a statement 
and then students must select the correct answer 
(best answer) from a list of possibilities. This 
question type can assess information recall, 
reading comprehension, critical 
thinking/problem solving, and other student 
learning factors.



What should be the Percentage of 
MCQs 

in each Theoretical Exam 
for Medical Students? 



Characteristics of Good Assessment

•  Validity
• Reliability
• Educational impact
• Cost-effectiveness
• Utility
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How to Increase Test validity?

• Blueprinting.
• Constructing high quality test  
items.
• Revising the test by an expert.
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Blueprint in Medical 
Education
It is a template that represents a 
systematically  developed plan to ensure:
• Proper weightage and 

representativeness of  contents and 
learning outcomes in the exam

• Enhance constructive alignment
• Provide evidence of validity.11/16/23 10



Advantages of 
Blueprinting

Blueprint Matrix Ensures
• Sampling across curriculum.
• Balance across assessment 

formats.
• Balance of strengths and 

weaknesses of various  assessment 
methods.11/16/23 11



Preparation of a 
Blueprint

• Decide the weightage to be given to content areas, 
domains of  learning and methods of assessment.

• Decide the total weightage and number of items to 
be included  in the assessment.

• Decide on the table of test specifications.
• Prepare individual questions.
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Components of the 
Blueprint

• Basic information:  title  of the 
course, level of  candidates.
• Table, worksheet or spreadsheet.
• Plan for evaluation of the 
assessment.
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